Abstract
Introduction
The following study replicates research done by Author 1 in 1992 on the availability of popular culture materials in libraries. As one of its major sections, the study examined the availability in "The average circulation for the five periodicals with no bibliographic record was 625,185. For the additional four periodicals with only one reporting library, usually the NSDP, the average circulation per issue was 1,250,586 including Star at 3,102,026. Since the NSDP does not collect the actual materials but only provides a brief bibliographic record, this means that no member of the largest library network in the United States is collecting a publication seen by over 3,000,000 readers each issue." (Author 1, p. 15) Author 1 did note that "[t]his conclusion does not consider one important variable that could account for the lack of bibliographic records -time. It is possible that these mass market publications do not appear in the national network of bibliographic control because they have been published too recently." (p. 22) The current study tests the time variable by replicating the research in 2005 using the OCLC WorldCat database, thirteen years after the original investigation in 1992. 
Research Methodology

Results
In 1992, OCLC member libraries subscribed to 35 of the 54 magazine titles or approximately 64.8% of the titles. The 1992 library holdings and circulation data were scatter plotted looking for outliers. One outlier, Newsweek, was detect by scatter-plotting the data points and examining which data points were outside of the 95% scatter plot confidence interval. The data point was removed from further analysis.
In 2005, circulation statistics from 32 of the original 54 magazine titles were still able to be found. 
Discussion and Conclusions
While the data are correlated and the regression equations are significant for the two years of the research study, the time series regression equation between the two years was not significant. It appears that once the library has made the hold/no hold decision, that decision is not re-evaluated for changes in the circulation, popularity of the magazine, or ceased publication of the magazine.
The mean circulation numbers for both years in the study were over 3,200,000 magazines.
Reader's Digest, with circulation in excess of 15,000,000 issues, was the most widely held popular The authors wish, however, to caution researchers in the area of popular culture that even these modest improvements may be illusory. First, the inclusion of a holdings symbol in OCLC's WorldCat database does not necessarily mean that the library keeps back issues of the magazine.
The library may retain only current issues for a limited amount of time before discarding them.
Conversely, the library may have limited back files with no current subscription. Second, while OCLC expects libraries to delete items that are no longer held by the library, this often does not occur so that some OCLC WorldCat database records may include phantom holdings. Researchers are advised to verify physical holdings before planning any visit to consult these periodicals.
Overall, the authors conclude that these popular culture magazines remain underrepresented in American libraries. While Star, the National Enquirer, Soap Opera Weekly, and the Weekly World News may lack intellectual respectability, these publications are important parts of popular culture and can help document American reading habits. Their continued existence and high circulation statistics are testaments of their importance within the American cultural landscape. While the authors are not suggesting that every library should have subscriptions to these items, several libraries of record should collect current issues and take the necessary preservation measures to preserve them for future generations of scholars.
